A Letter to our Neighbors

e acknowledge the fear and

confusion that we have all felt

in recent months due to acts of
terror committed across the globe. We
mourn with those who have lost loved
ones, and we stand in solidarity with all
those who are living in fear of such acts.
We, the leaders and representatives of
many faiths in Needham, abhor and
denounce the perpetration of these
acts, and bear witness to our highest
understanding of religion - the creation
of loving and cooperative relationships
among all people.

In that spirit, we have been appalled
by the malicious statements, bigotry
and threats of violence directed toward
Muslims. It is always wrong to indict an
entire religion or people because of the
misguided and hateful actions of some.

To our Muslim neighbors: we value you
greatly as members of our community
and we sincerely hope that you are
spared hurtful encounters with any who
feel otherwise. We stand with you against
intolerance brought forward in either
word or deed.

To all of our neighbors, whether you are
of faith or of no faith at all, we stand with
you, and are committed to accompanying
you through these difficult times. We
encourage you with the admonition of
our traditions: “Be Not Afraid!” Instead,
hold onto love and hope, and know
that none of us is alone. Together we
will weather this storm. Not only will
we weather it, but we will overcome it
with luminous actions of hope, love, and
mutual respect. Peace be with you all.
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